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*Also included in authors such as Habermas. For a critique
of a liberal and Habermasian conception of the public

‘Rethinking the Public< N. (1992)<sphere see Fraser
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Sphere: A contribution to the Critique of Actually Existing
‘Models of Publice S. (1992)« and Benhabib<Democracy’
and Jurgen« the Liberal Tradition«<Space: Hannah Arendt
C.« both in Habermas and the Public Sphere<Habermas’

the MIT Press.« London« Cambridge<Calhoum

*When | refer to gender/sexuality inequalities | am
considering Fraser's neo-Weberian approach of

in the sense that<misrecognition as status subordination
certain communities are “prevented from participating as
‘Rethinking the« N. (1997):a peer in social life” (Fraser
Justice Interruptus: Critical refl ections<Public Sphere’
New York and:N. Fraser<on the ‘postsocialist’ condition
Routledge). The institutionalization of these<London

«social and cultural norms has different levels of formality
from more juridifi ed (codifi cation) to more informal social
practices at the level of civil society. | also agree with

Fraser that although it is possible to analytically distinguish

it issmisrecognition as a particular type of injustice

intrinsically connected to class inequalities. See Fraser's

concept of bivalent community.
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>Although there are many ways of presenting the kind of

| prefer thesmisrecognition suffered by homosexual persons
as a sense of rightness associated«term heteronormativity
it has been defi ned as<to heterosexuality. Specifi cally

“the constitution of practices that everywhere disperses
heterosexual privilege as a tacit but central organizing index
« L. and M. Warner (1998)<of social membership” (Berlant

‘Sex in Public’<Critical Inquiry 24(2)).
®This paper has been produced with a fellowship by the

Transregional Center for Democratic Studies. | would like
Codrina Rada and« Timo Lyyra«to thank Elzbieta Matynia
Karolina Szmagalska. Also Jose Casanova for valuable

comments.
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"This can be observed in some of the classic concepts within

The:« P. L. (1967) such as rationalization (Berger<sociology

«sacred canopy: Elements of a sociological theory of religion
Doubleday) or the disenchantment of the« NJ<Garden City

« R. Madsen« R. N.cworld (Weber) or individualization (Bellah

Habits« and S. M. Tipton (1985)« A. Swidler<W. M. Sullivan

of the heart: Individualism and commitment in American
University of California Press) or Durkheim’s« Berkeley:life

secular “civil religion.”

®Religion is the “major cultural reinforcer of modem industrial
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Women and religion.« S. (1987)patriarchy” (Briggs
<Analyzing gender: A handbook of social science research
Sage: 408).« Beverly Hills<B. B. Hess and M. M. Ferree

For a summary of different denominations (Christian and
non-Christian) toward homosexuality see: http://www.
religioustolerance.org/. For a general literature review of

doctrine and popular<the ways in which Catholic Church

religion (specifi cally marianismo) perpetuate women’s

« C. A. (1997)<subordination in Latin America see Drogus

and Social Change in Brazil’s Popular« Religion \WWomen
S.< and Goldsmite University of Notre Dame Press<Church

‘The Church and Latin American<and E. Sweeney (1988)
Thought<Women in their struggle for equality and justice’

63(249): 176-88.

9 sl Bl e el pan line g€l 4 ) umallua) 3V UNe RSN G Hlan EEUS 0l iyiallil e alls i) il da 80a)
Grin VARl aleaDiliond Sl il adie alls siia) LSl daiillia gasllle
‘Some refl ections about Argentine« J. M. (1998)<'°Vaggione
Public Spheres and<Homosexual Community. Civil Society
« E. and B. Davison (1992)<Homophobia’; and Woodrum
‘«‘Reexamination of Religious infl uence on abortion attitudes
Review of Religious Research 33(3): 229. It must be
noted that there are analysis showing that although these
associations exist it has reduced its signifi cance in the

L. R. and G. V. Donnenwerth:last twenty years (Petersen

‘Religion and declining support for traditional beliefs<(1998)
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" Sociology of<about gender roles and homosexual rights

Religion 59(4): 353-373).
Catholic League fopsiaaic sbial) g liallilS a s psillaiad i lliobuallized) divinalle ais allilalaiaton e LS Lia 1

Catholic« M. (1999):Religious and Civil Right (see Dillon

« Cambridge« and Power« Faith<dentity: Balancing Reason
«M. J. and S. Appleby:<CambridgeUniversity Press; Weaver

«Being right: Conservative Catholics in America<Eds. (1995)
IndianaUniversity Press); Catholic United<Bloomington

Catholics United for« J. (1995)«for the Faith (see Sullivan

the Faith: Dissent and the Laity. Conservative Catholics
« M. J. Weaver and S. Appleby. Bloomington<in America
IndianaUniversity Press: 107-137); Women for Faith and

‘Women for faith and« H. H. (1995)<Family (Hitchcock

Being<family: Catholic Women Affi rming Catholic Teaching’

M. J. Weaver<Right: Conservative Catholics in America
IndianaUniversity Press).« Bloomington<and S. Appleby

the Catholic Church and<For relationship between the state

M.« see Gutiérrez«pro-life groups in the Argentinean case

‘Hacia nuevas formas de: et al. (1998)« Monica Gogna:A.

relacion entre la sociedad civil y el Estado: la experiencia

de Mujeres Autoconvocadas para Decidir en Libertad

Saude reprodutiva na América latina e no«(Argentina)

E. D. Bilacand M. I. B. d.<Caribe: Temas e problemas

Rocha.Brazilc PROLAP< ABEP e NEPO/UNICAMP.

59 28 calo — prnland! w1¢y§9W1



oS! Byl 8 dsllall liasls
o laadl e Blasel! 5 L3Sha 1 pail ol l) U 28 Basmied| ¥l 3 4 e )
U L)) i)y dyged] SISl oSe e Loliadly e Lot Y) g oil) L]

B29 pss ML.M;JB ;;cl.va-w &5*1.‘ oeslaia CAOHRe  Sudg L3los)l oy U sin
&Y 63"'&’ Sl Lyd 3lgluce]! pas (0 o) o piea |yl oo g diglsl!
P ailaiadls

o ol ol Sloladl jams coplsl 3,51 piall clgd] Mo 61 ¢ U5 (0 o)) s
s 14
o Wl Js o olaBedl WS Jeg Yol L)l 4yl Lol gV Ja.«,,J\&w

D.<"*Together with some Muslim countries. See Sabom
‘The Feminist attack on religion: How gender justice«(1999)

is shaking down religion at the UN<’ World and | 14(6): 318.
Bt is possible to understand the relationship between the

Church and feminist and gay and lesbian movements in

of the« infl uenced by Schmitt<the logic proposed by Mouffe
The return of the: C. (1993)<we/them relationship (Mouffe
Verso). These movements: London« New York:Political
articulated their conception of gender and sexuality
distinguishing them from the proposed by religious doctrines
(the constitutive outside). A similar logic can be observed
when organized religions articulate their traditional family

defense against feminist and gay-leshian movements.

“The Journal Sociology of Religion dedicates a whole
number to discuss the ‘health’ of secularization thesis
(Volume 60 # 3). It is possible to fi nd two extreme positions:
post and neo secularists according to how much they

retain or reject the secularist thesis. | am in agreement with
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those authors affi rming that while secularization should

not be completely rejected some of its aspects need to
Public Religions in« J. (1994):be refashioned (Casanova
The University<Chicago and London<the Modern World
Why | am not a« W. E. (1999)<of Chicago Press; Connolly

secularist« Minneapolis<University of Minnesota Press). ‘
‘The Struggle to be soul ¢ A. (1999)«(GilFuSd HSIALSI, 1A, saraaiil Spialldzaneillzaly jiiaAaddIS el at
provider:

«Catholic Responses to Protestant growth in Latin America’
« C. Smith and J. Prokopy:Latin American Religion in Motion

Routledge: 18).<New York and London

'®The percentage of people without religious beliefs has

C.<not increased importantly between 1900-1980 (Parker

Otra Logica en America Latina: Religion Popular<(1996)

Fondo de Cultura< Mexicocy Modernizacion Capitalista

Economica). According to him there are 0.7% of atheists

and 4.0% of non-believers in Latin America. It is interesting

to note that these percentages are not associated with

industrialization or level of education in the<urbanization

Gallup reported the existence of 4% of atheists; 12%:« op.cit. 99). Specifi cally in Argentina<countries (Parker

non-religious people; 83% religious from which 84% are
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Catholics« see www.gallup.com.ar
the Catholic Church in Argentina was a close«*’However

Iglesia y: E. (1986):ally of the military regime (Mignone

Dictadura. El papel de la Iglesia a la luz de sus relaciones
Ediciones del Buenos Airesccon el regimen military

For God and the« M. (1995)<Pensamiento Nacional; Burdick

State« Albany<Fatherland. Religion and Politics in Argentina

University of New York).
CIMA carried out a comparative study of 15 Latin<'3In 2001

American countries concluding that the Catholic Church is
the most trusted institution (71% of surveyed people has

confi dence in the Catholic Church). For a summary of the
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29| base this distinction on Casanovas op.cit.
2L St 51 oSl gflyans Jlinalgin siba) dSl SIS SHL AL a3 GV IS el 8 yiluallion el
Lot it Da e plallelailllausale ) A SISl ala e slieanlid ) sinriDianiSligSlina 5
bl giliall gfeLuilld siaiad ) 5y 5l iliadllalSaly) & calUaa el adinl iyl
‘Publice J. R. (1999)« op.cit. and Wood:**See Casanova
The«Religion Vis-a-Vis the Prophetic Role of Religion’
power of religious publics. Staking claims in American
« Westporte W. H. Swatos Jr. and J. K. Wellman Jr.<Society

Praeger.
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>*These types of analyses are in the line of Tocquevillean

‘The Paradox: M. and B. Edwards (1996)analyses. Foley
Journal of Democracy 7(3): 38-52; Bellah<of Civil Society’

D. and D. Stoll< op.cit. For Latin America see Levine«et al

‘Bridging the Gap between Empowerment and«(1997)
Transnational Religion and Fading<Power in Latin America’
« Boulder« S. Hoeber Rudoph and J. Piscaroty:States
«Westview. For an alternative account of these phenomena

using the concept of public sphere of civil society see

Casanova:s op.cit.
Popular Voices in Latin American: D. (1992)<**See Levine

Princeton University Press.« Princeton:<Catholicism

25
1 AT gl T LS L) SIS o ol sl ol el LGB LSS a1 5ol B LYol 3
Al I Sle L LS T e e ALyl  dnda i
5 sgunilliviie Hallialine) HuSliatilsam s salliniSlls ESLaILLiae | jdiatidse Hall b jusie S paidieaicndbillaciaall
eyl
op.cit. for a detailed analysis of these:*®See Casanova
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processes.
“ibid.
*8Although secularism and liberalism are closely connected
op.cit: 10). Habermas:they are distinguishable (Connolly
also has a ‘secularized’ conception of the public; according
‘Introduction: A critical« F. [(1992)<to Schussler Fiorenza
‘Habermas-<Reception for a Practical Public Theology’
F. Schussler Fiorenza andsmodernity and public theology
Crossroad] he does not envision New York<D. Browning

theology as communicative and as capable of mutually

critical dialogue.
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29 “catholic theologians...are to be faithful to the Magisterium
of the Church as authentic interpreter of Sacred Scripture
and Sacred Tradition” (Revised Code of Canon Law by

John Paul Il in 1983; Canon 812). See also the Vatican’s
Instruction on the Ecclesial Vocation of the Theologian
(1990) “theologians should avoid turning to the mass

op.cit. for a summary of these<media.” See Dillon

documents.
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< such as Boswell (1980)<*'There are also historical accounts

showing how early medieval Christians did not regulate
they celebrated<homosexual behaviour; on the contrary
the churche 1994). Furthermore<same sex unions (Boswell
«doctrine toward abortion has not been stable (Connery

1977).

Sex and the Church: Gender: K. (1997)**Rudy
«Homosexuality and the Transformation of Christian Ethics
uses a model of gay« for example« Beacon Press<Boston

sexuality as a way of reformulating the contemporary

Christian concept of family
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**These groups can either be part of an existing religious
denomination -such as Integrity in the Episcopal Church;
Lutheran Concerned or Good news in Evangelical Churches
or constitute new denominations. Metropolitan Community
«Churches are an example of this. They were created

to serve the ‘spiritual’ needs of gay/lesbian<particularly
«feeling of expulsion from other denominations. Greeley
‘Coleman revisited: religious structures as a<A. M. (1997)
American Behavioural Scientist:source of social capital

‘The Metropolitan: R. S. (1995):40(5): 587-565; Warner

" Religion and the Social<CommunityChurches and the gay agenda: the power ofpentecostalism and essentialism

appraisal’<Feminist Studies 16(2)).

‘The« J. R. and J. P. Bloch (1995)<Order 5: 81-108; Wood

role of the Church Assemblies in Building a Civil Society:

The case of the United Methodist General Conference’s
Sociology of Religion 56(2): 121-<debate on Homosexuality’
136. For Latin American there are some studies showing

the role of the Catholic Church in triggering the emergence
‘Women'’s¢ S. (1990)<of women’s movements (Alvarez

participation in the Brazilian People’s Church: A critical

op.cit. for a detailed analysis of some of these<**See Dillon

pro-change groups.
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Rosemary Radford:*®*Theologians such as Mary Hunt

Ruether and Daniel Maguiere (Dillon« op.cit.).
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‘Autonomy and democracy in an« W. (1994)<*’D’Antonio
autocratic organization: The case of the Roman Catholic

A. K.«<Saociology of Religion 55: 379-396; Yip<Church’
‘Dare to differ: gay and lesbian Catholics'«T. (1997)
«assessment of offi cial Catholic positions on sexuality’

¢« S. (1991)<Sociology of Religion 58(2): 165-181; Thumma
‘Negotiating a religious identity: The case of the gay

Sociological Analysis 52; 333-347.<evangelical

“OIn this respect | agree with the many authors indicating

that although it is important to recognize the centrality of
discourses and narratives it is also crucial to connect them

M. A. and G. D.« Somers« as an example«with agency (see
‘Reclaiming the Epistemological “Other”:<Gibson (1994)

' Social<Narrative and the Social Constitution of Identity

UK;« Oxford: C. Calhoum«<Theory and the Politics of Identity

Blackwell).« Mass<Cambridge
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potentialities of considering secularism just another

possibility in the public sphere.
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